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March 2020 Update
We hope that you and your family are doing well and staying healthy during
these unusual times. Like many people, we are currently stuck outside of our
“normal”. We’ve been in the States since mid-February for our kids’ “summer”
vacation. This past Saturday, the Ecuadorian government decided to close its
borders and we couldn’t find tickets back to Manta before this closure went into
effect. So until this restriction is lifted, we’re back in the good ol’ U.S. of A.

That’s not to say that we’re bored or that we don’t have anything to do – far
from it. For one thing, we have two children that have seemingly unending
supplies of energy, and who aren’t used to being in one place for this long. I’m
sure we’re not the only ones dealing with that. We’ve cancelled all travel plans,
and that’s giving us a lot of time with family. We’re trying to look at this time as
an opportunity to invest in our kids and our relationships. We’re working on our
soccer and croquet skills in the yard and playing a lot of board and card games.
And you can judge us all you want, but Netflix and YouTube make great
babysitters when we have work to do.

Dr. Selah says, "Wash your hands frequently, practice social distancing, and don't do
anything overly ridiculous."

Although we’re not currently in Ecuador, we’re still very much involved and
participating in the ministry that’s happening there. Ecuador’s response to
COVID-19 has been much more intense than what we’re seeing in the States.

All non-essential businesses have been shut down and transportation has been
severely limited. Curfews are in place at night and people are not allowed to
congregate publicly or privately. Fines are being issued for all who don’t comply
with the restrictions. We’ve been in constant contact with our Bonsai team over
the last week to find the best way to continue to minister to families while
keeping our team and their families safe.
We can’t hold the after-school program at this time, so we’re currently
delivering unprepared food items to our Bonsai families once a week to help
them weather the situation. We’re also communicating with the families via
phone to encourage and pray for them. As the government’s response and the
situation changes, we’ll continue to search for creative ways to serve and love.

We're missing these guys and their laughter.

Church services have been suspended on a national level. Will, along with the
other interim pastors at Iglesia Bíblica Bautista de Manta (our Ecuadorian
church), are continuing to preach and share messages with our church via
Facebook and other media. We’re exploring better ways to maintain contact, so
that we can pray for and encourage one another.
We’re looking at this time of seclusion and separation as an opportunity rather

than a hinderance. We have been forced to rest and, honestly, we needed it.
We’ve even had a little bit of time to remember what boredom feels like. We
have more time to communicate with and invest in people, even if we can’t be
physically present to do it. We have time to catch up on work that we’ve wanted
and needed to do (Bonsai website and project manual updates, planning for
church development, Will’s dad’s estate, etc.), but that we’ve delayed because
we’ve been focused on more pressing matters. This is, for us, a space to rest,
catch up, and prepare. It’s different, but it’s certainly not all bad either.

Aside from all of this COVID-19 stuff, can we share an encouraging story? This is
Jean Carlos and Grace. They are Venezuelan refugees that moved to Manta with
their three children in 2018 to escape the political and economic crisis there and
have participated in Bonsai since that time. Up until about three months ago, the
family had never showed much spiritual interest. They were invited to get involved in
a home Bible study with another Venezuelan family and started coming to church
regularly. Not long after, Jean Carlos approached Will and simply said, “I want to be
baptized, and Grace and I want to get married.” After speaking with them, it was
clear that they didn’t have a clear understanding of what it means to follow Jesus.
Will offered to begin meeting with them in their home once a week to teach them
some basic doctrine, which has become one of the most exciting and encouraging
things he’s been able to do in the past year. After one class, Will shared the Gospel
with them and ended by talking about the disciples’ responses to Jesus’ question in
Matthew 16:15, “But who do you say that I am?” Jean Carlos spoke up before Will
could even finish and said, “I know how to answer, and I want to follow Jesus!” We
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see this family’s story as a clear example of what Paul talks about in 1 Corinthians 3
– one plants, one waters, and God causes the growth. We’re excited for Jean Carlos
and Grace and ask for you to pray for them and their children.

Prayer needs:
1. Now is a time to pray like never before. It’s a time of need. For many, it’s a
time of fear and worry. But it’s also a time of great opportunity for people
to become aware of their own need for God and to respond to Him. Pray
for the Gospel to go out and to fall on good soil. Pray for this specifically
for our Bonsai and church families. Pray for receptive hearts and
opportunities for us and our team to speak the truth in love.
2. Please pray for encouragement, peace, and protection, for our Bonsai
team and families, as many of them have family members living in their
homes that would be especially susceptible to coronavirus. Pray that God
will provide for their needs.
3. Please pray for our family as we try to discern how we should best use
our time in the U.S. Pray for wisdom and patience for us and our kids as
we’re living with family members and are far outside of the range of what
is “normal” for us.
4. Let us know how we can pray for you. We have the time!
Thank you all for your constant support and prayers.
Love,
The Easons
Will, Amanda, Emery, and Selah

Donate to the Eason Family

Donate to Bonsai

Donate to the Bonsai Ministry Center

Donations by check may be sent to:
Inca Link International
P.O. Box 1321
Boone, NC 28607
Please be sure to write 1) "Eason's Ministry", 2) "Bonsai", or 3) "Bonsai Ministry Center" in the memo line
to ensure that all funds are designated correctly.
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